2l6              SAILOR     ON    HORSEBACK

closed, so he engaged a carriage and drove at top speed
through the Chicago streets to enlist the aid of influential
friends. The first two visits proving fruitless, a third friend
was taken from his dinner table because he knew a city
official. After another long drive they reached the home of
the official, who said that he would be glad to do anything
to help Jack London, but what was his blistering hurry,
anyway? Why couldn't he wait until morning when the
licence bureau would be open and he could do everything
in apple pie order? Jack refused to wait, brought all his
considerable force of argument to bear, ended by persuading
the official to get into the carriage and drive with them to
the south side of town, where the marriage-licence clerk was
routed out of bed. The clerk was dumbfounded, but under
Jack's determined will he dressed and accompanied the party
to the City Hall, opened his office, and made out the licence.
After several vain attempts they located a justice of the
peace, Mr, Grant, who married Jack to Charmian Kittredge
in the library of his home.

The following morning, November 20, 1905, the press of
the nation was shocked by what they termed the "indecent
haste" of his marriage. Up to this time people had assumed
that his separation from Bessie was caused by internal
differences which made it mutually desirable. By his terrific
sweat to remarry Jack showed that he had broken up his
home for another woman , . . and that put an unpleasant
face on affairs. Friendly as the press had been up to Saturday,
on Monday it turned against him, not only its anger and
indignation, but its ridicule as well. On Tuesday morning
the nation was informed "JACK LONDON'S MARRIAGE
INVALID," for the new divorce laws of Illinois, which were
still in confusion, declared that no marriage could be valid
unless it took place a year after the granting of the final
decree. Cornered by reporters, Jack, once again feeling that
he was being persecuted, cried out in impetuous ardour, "If
necessary I'll get married in every state in the Union, as fast
as I can get from one to the other!" Many witty stories were
written about the much-marrying Mr. London*